INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Saturday, August 7, 1999, Sergeant’s Steven Katz and Michael Colton and Lieutenant Cecil 
Rhambo of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the city of Norwalk to investigate an officer 
involved shooting by Norwalk Station personnel. Homicide Lieutenant Ray Peavy briefed 
responding personnel. This review of the incident is based on the briefing, witness interviews, 
shooter deputy interviews, Sheriff's communications tapes, and related reports (099-13367-0454- 
055) contained in this use of force review. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


Deputies Sean Klenin was working an overtime traffic law enforcement position when he saw an 
individual (later identified as Robert Vandevort) riding a motorcycle stopped in the street. After 
sounding a short blast on the air horn of his radio car to obtain the drivers attention, Deputy 
Klenin approached the driver asking for his Driver’s license and registration. Deputy Klenin was 
uncertain as to whether Vandevort was experiencing mechanical problems. Vandevort feigned 
cooperation with Deputy Klenin and accelerated away. Deputy Klenin followed Vandevort who 
entered the Santa Ana freeway, executing a U-turn at the top of the ramp, driving southbound on 
the northbound shoulder of the freeway. Deputy Klenin informed his assisting units of the 
situation as he continued north on the Santa Ana freeway. 


Deputy Klenin and his assisting units began to check the area where he believed Vandevort left 


the freeway. Deputy Klenin was informed by a citizen that the motorcycle which had exited the 
feeay had riven e 


The mobile home park was contained and Deputies Klenin and Barnhoorm entered the mobile 
home park to search for Robert Vendevort and/or his motorcycle. Shortly after entering the 
mobile home park, Suspect Vandevort attacked Deputy Klenin at very close range with a 9mm 
pistol. As Deputy Klenin ran from his vehicle toward Deputy Barnhoorn, Suspect Vandevort 
continued firing in the direction of both deputies. Deputies Klenin and Barnhoorn returned fire 
with their 9mm Beretta pistols in fear for their lives. 


Suspect Vandevort walked out of the mobile home park and effected his escape by taking a 
motorists vehicle at gun point. 


SUSPECT 


Robert Arthur Vandevort (DOB - 09/18/65) was a 


DEPUTIES 
Deputy Sean Klenin, MW Age: 29 Height: 5-09 Weight: 180 


Department Background: Deputy Klenin entered Department service on June 23, 1990. His 
units of assignment include 


and Norwalk Station. 


Deputy Dennis Barnhoorn, MW Age: 31 Height: 5-07 Weight: 185 
Department Background: Deputy Barnhoorn entered Department service on June 22, 1990. 
His units of assignment include fc Norwalk 
Station. 


PRELUDE TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 


On Saturday, August 7, 1999, at approximately 1149 hours, Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff 
Sean Klenin, Norwalk Station, was assigned to traffic law enforcement duties in the city of 
Norwalk. Deputy Klenin was operating a marked patrol unit and was in full uniform. 


At approximately 1145 hours, while on Olive Street just west of San Antonio Dr. his attention 
was drawn to two motorists. The first, a male riding a motorcycle, appeared to be having 
difficulty operating the motorcycle, or was experiencing mechanical difficulty with the vehicle. 
Directly behind the motorcycle was a 1983 Datsun sports car hae driven by a blond 
female. The Datsun appeared to be connected with the motorcycle inasmuch as the female 
maintained her position and made no effort to pass. 


Deputy Klenin positioned his police vehicle behind the Datsun, and performed a wants/warrants 
check via his mobile digital terminal (MDT). There were no wants on the vehicle which was 
registered N Se eae After waiting behind the 
Datsun for approximately two minutes, Deputy Klenin sounded a short tone on his siren (air 
horn) and gestured as if to ask what was going on. The female looked in her rear view mirror, 
apparently took notice of the police vehicle, drove around the motorcycle at a normal rate of 
speed, and left the area. 


Deputy Klenin stopped behind the motorcycle and ran wants/warrants on it’s license number 
. DMV records indicated that the motorcycle, a 1982 Honda, was registered to 
Deputy Klenin noted that the 
registration on the vehicle, according to DMV records, expired in May of 1999, but the license 
plate bore a tab indicating expiration in the year 2000. Klenin also noted that the rider was not 
wearing a helmet, although two helmets were hanging from the vehicle. He elected to make an 
enforcement stop. 


Deputy Klenin approached the male who remained seated on the motorcycle with the engine 
running. Deputy Klenin related later that the rider was disarmingly polite as he was informed of 
the reason for being contacted. When asked for his license, registration and proof of insurance, 
the rider suddenly accelerated away entering the N/B Santa Ana Freeway. In accordance with 
Department policy prohibiting vehicular pursuits solely on the basis of traffic violations, Deputy 
Klenin followed the motorcycle, but did not initiate a pursuit. 


At the top of the on ramp, the motorcyclist suddenly made a U-turn, and drove southbound in the 
northbound lanes of the freeway. Deputy Klenin continued Northbound and used his radio to 
inform other units of what had occurred. Anticipating where the rider was likely to exit the 
freeway, Deputy Klenin and other units began patrolling the area of the 12700 block of 
Rosecrans Avenue. 


Deputy Klenin was contacted by a citizen who told him the motorcycle that had just exited the 
freeway from the wrong direction, had — | 
P| Rosecrans Avenue. A perimeter was established, and Deputy Sean Klenin and 
Deputy Dennis Barnhoorn, driving separate marked patrol units, entered the mobile home park at 
approximately 1208 hours. Deputy Barnhoorn began driving slowly northbound through the 
park, while Deputy Klenin parked his police vehicle directly in front of the mobile home park 
office. Neither deputy saw the motorcycle which had been parked adjacent to a vehicle in front 


of the office. 


Deputy Klenin was approached vy O FW/73, a park resident and part-time office 
WR Hc asked if she had seen a man on a motorcycle enter the park. She replied that the 
man was in the office using the telephone. As she concluded her reply, the suspect, later 
identified as Robert Arthur Vandevort, emerged from the office and walked toward Deputy 
Klenin’s vehicle firing a semiautomatic handgun. Deputy Klenin, who was seated in his vehicle, 
was caught completely by surprise. Vandevort continued to advance toward the right side of 
Deputy Klenin’s vehicle maintaining a constant rate of fire. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT 


Deputy Klenin, caught in a "Kill zone," without cover, abandoned the police vehicle and ran 

northbound toward the location that he had last seen Deputy Barnhoorn. Vandevort was seen by 
witnesses to use the police vehicle as cover, and continue to shoot at the fleeing deputy. Deputy 
Klenin fired five (5) rounds of 9mm ammunition from his Beretta model 92F as he ran for cover. 


Deputy Barnhoorn, upon hearing the gunfire, stopped his police vehicle approximately 200 feet 
from Deputy Klenin’s vehicle. He looked in his rear view mirror and saw Vandevort shooting 
from behind Deputy Klenin’s radio car. Deputy Barnhoorn believed that he was being fired upon 
by Vandevort and abandoned his police vehicle seeking cover behind a nearby mobile home. 
Deputy Barnhoorn engaged Vandevort at long range firing 13 rounds of 9mm ammunition from 
his Beretta Model 92F without effect. 


Deputy Klenin joined Deputy Barnhoorn, and waited for assistance to arrive. They found that 
neither was injured , although a bullet had pierced Deputy Klenin’s right pant leg. 


Suspect Vandevort ran from the mobile home park and at gunpoint, car-jacked a 1997 Pontiac 


from a passing female motorist, FH/44. 


Investigation of the crime scene revealed that Suspect Vandevort fired 14 rounds of 9mm 
ammunition at the deputies during the gunfight. Eight of the rounds fired by the suspect struck 
Deputy Klenin’s vehicle, including one which impacted the driver’s seat where he had been 
sitting. Some of the suspect’s rounds were fired at such close range that an expended shell 
casing from the suspect’s weapon was found inside the patrol unit. The casing apparently 
entered the vehicle by way of the opened passenger door window. 


A satchel left at the crime scene by the suspect was found to contain a large quantity of what 
appeared to be "tar" heroin, plastic baggies containing what appeared to be methamphetamine, 
narcotic paraphernalia, handcuffs and a replica Nevada Sheriff's badge. 


WITNESS INTERVIEWS 


Investigators interviewed a total of nine people: two deputy sheriff s who fired their weapons and 
seven civilians who reside within the mobile home park. 


Deputy Klenin said he entered the mobile home park and stopped his car in front of the office. 
While seated in his patrol car, he saw the suspect exit the office and immediately begin shooting 
at him with a handgun. Deputy Klenin dove out of his radio car and ran in the direction of 
Deputy Barnhoorn, seeking cover. Deputy Klenin fired 5 rounds of 9mm ammunition from his 
Beretta pistol at the suspect as he ran. 


IAB Note: Deputy Klenin’s summarized statement can be found on pages 49-52 of the 
Homicide book. 


Deputy Barnhoorn said he entered the mobile home park northbound and passed Deputy 
Klenin’s vehicle. He said he heard the sounds of gunfire behind him and looked into his rear 
view mirror. Deputy Barnhoorn saw the suspect pointing a handgun in his direction. He exited 
his car to seek cover behind trailer E AN saw the suspect shooting at Deputy Klenin. Fearing 
for his and Klenin’s safety, Barnhoorn fired 13 rounds of 9mm ammunition from his Beretta 
pistol at the suspect who was still shooting in their direction. 


IAB Note: Deputy Barnhoorn’s summarized statement can be found on pages 55-57 of 
the Homicide book. 


MESS O o N she was washing the gutter in front of the office when she saw the 
suspect pushing his motorcycle. The suspect parked his motorcycle just north of the office. 
Suspect Vandevort asked Witness if he could use a telephone. She allowed the suspect to 


enter the office and make a telephone call. She said she saw two police cars drive into the 
mobile home park. 


Witness B- «ic she exited the office to greet Deputy Klenin who had stopped his car in front 
of the office. As she did, the suspect ran by her holding a handgun and immediately began 
shooting at Deputy Klenin. Witness clic ved Deputy Klenin had been shot, so she entered 
the office and locked the door. While inside the office, Witnessffsaid she could see the 
suspect shooting at Deputy Klenin. 


IAB Note: Witness [I s summarized statement can be found on page 26 of the 
Homicide book. 


Witness vas inside his residence when he saw the suspect drive into the 
mobile home park and park his motorcycle in space E He said the suspect then pushed the 
motorcycle just north of the office. 


Witness M i he heard gunshots, looked out his window and clearly saw the suspect 
shooting in a northerly direction, from behind the right rear portion of Deputy Klenin’s radio car. 
The suspect then ran westbound toward Rosecrans Ave. 


IAB Note: Witness iE - summarized statement can be found on page 26 
of the Homicide book. 


Witness ave the same account as her husband, however, she did not actually 
see the suspect shooting. She did see the suspect running from the location holding a silver 
handgun in his left hand. 


IAB Note: Witness i - summarized statement can be found on page 26 
of the Homicide book. 


Witness EE saic she was inside her residence when she heard gun shots ring out. She 
looked out her northwest window and saw two deputies pointing their guns in a southerly 
direction. 


TAB Note: Witness EE s summarized statement can be found on page 27 
of the Homicide book. 


Witness aia he was sitting in his trailer 4 at his kitchen table when he 
heard what he believed was 9mm gun fire. He looked out his kitchen window and saw the 
suspect at the right rear of a radio car. The suspect had a silver colored gun in his hand. He 
believed the weapon was either a 9 mm or .45 caliber pistol. He said the suspect was bending at 
the waist and appeared to be exchanging an ammunition magazine (re-loading the weapon). He 
described the look on the suspect’s face as "Determination and fear." 


- ~ 


IAB Note: Witness EE - summarized statement can be found on page 67 
of the Homicide book. 


Witness [sic he was staying at his mother’s trailer (4 when he 


looked out the sliding glass window and saw the suspect standing next to a motorcycle. The 
suspect removed his helmet and went into the mobile home park office. He next saw a radio car 
park in front of the office. The suspect then exited the office and began shooting at the deputies. 
He said as soon as the shooting started he laid down on the floor. 


IAB Note: Witness iE s summarized statement can be found on pages 
67-68 of the Homicide book. 


Witness O sic he was at his mother’s trailer G standing at the sliding 


glass door when he saw the suspect get off his motorcycle. He said the suspect helped 
(Witnes roll up a garden hose she had been using. He said the suspect set a little black 
bag on the ground near the hose and began pacing back and forth. 


Witness Es = c appeared a few minutes later and the suspect followed her into the 
mobile park office. A short time later, the suspect stepped out of the office with a handgun in his 
hand and started shooting. He said he did not notice the deputy or the radio car until the shooting 
started. He said the deputy (Klenin) was firing back at the suspect as he ran down the street. 


IAB Note: Witness EE s summarized statement can be found on page 68 
of the Homicide book. 


INJURIES 


None of the deputies sustained any injuries. Investigators were unable to confirm whether or not 
Suspect Vandevort was struck or injured by any gunfire. 


IAB Note: Homicide investigators developed information which lead to a multi-location 
surveillance operation in an effort to apprehend Suspect Vandevort. 
Anaheim Police Officers located Suspect Vandevort at one of these 
locations. Suspect Vandevort offered armed resistance to the officers and 
was killed as a result. The Officer Involved Shooting took place in Orange 
County and is being investigated by the Orange County District Attorncy’s 
Office. 


SUSPECT’S WEAPON 


Investigators were unable to confirm the type of 9mm handgun used by Suspect Vandevort to 
assault Deputies Klenin and Barnhoorn. 


DEPUTY’S WEAPON 


Deputies who fired 9mm rounds were all armed with Department issued Beretta pistols. All 
weapons were inspected by homicide investigators to ascertain the number of rounds fired by 
each deputy. All weapons were sent to the crime lab, test fired and returned to the deputies. All 
were in good operating conditions, 


